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the consequences. Then Solomon, 
the richest and wised man, merged all 
that David had conquered from the 
Euphrates to Egypt. Solomon’s son, 
Rehoboam, lost it all, except for the 
tribe of Judah around Jerusalem, by 
one wrong decision. Again, we have a 
man led by his ego wanting to be the 
big man. 

When Rehoboam announced more 
burdensome taxes, the northern tribes 
readied to revolt, and an ambitious man 
who was standing in the wings seized 
the moment to become their leader, 
Jeroboam. So God’s chosen people split 
into two peoples—Judah in the south and 
Israel in the north—with their respective 
histories described through the reigns 
of their kings. Israel’s kings and people 
often deserted God for the idols of the 
surrounding people. They got off on the 
wrong foot when Jeroboam made two 
golden calves, placing one in Dan and 
the other at Bethel. He used religion for 
political ends. Eventually, God sent the 
Israelites into cruel Assyrian captivity, 
never again to be a nation. 

In the Southern Kingdom, most of 
the Jews, particularly the abler, were 
deported to Babylon, staying 70 
years. Upon their return to Jerusalem 
and the surrounding area, they never 
practiced idolatry again. Later, they 
built synagogues and focused on the 
scriptures. Different sects emerged, 
such as the super-religious Pharisees, 
the Sadducees, the scribes, and experts 
in the Law. In their respective roles, 
they became legalists, more focused on 
keeping the forms and ceremonies of the 
Law than becoming a people with God’s 
heart. Thousands of years after the 
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beings to live in community with God 
and other humans, the legalism of the 
Jews so distanced them from God that 

they did not even recognize Him when 
he appeared as Jesus Christ. Jesus said 
they strained at gnats and swallowed 
camels.

Lesson for Us

Why have I attempted this quick 
overview of God looking for a people 
to live in community with him? By the 
time Christ came, the Jewish religious 
leaders had let religious doctrines, 
practices, and form preoccupy them. 
Consequently, they had lost sight of 
becoming what God ultimately wanted 
them to be. They counted more on their 
physical descent from Abraham than on 
having his faith.

In the past, our fellowship believed that 
if we restored the forms and practices 
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would make us God’s people. This 
dominating preoccupation led us away 
from being formed by the Holy Spirit 
into Godlikeness through communion 
with him. 

With this article, I am illustrating that 
humanity from the beginning missed 
the mark, choosing to go its own way. 
Rich North America is disconnected 
from God, believing we made our own 
success through science and technology. 
Like our ancestors, we have come to 
trust our thinking more than to have a 
relationship with God.

So, let us take note of our tendency to 
trust in our intelligence and abilities. 
Let us worry about ourselves and 
our fellowship as Paul worried about 
his Galatian children, “my little 
children, for whom I am again in the 
anguish of childbirth until Christ is 
formed in you!”
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There’s a lot more to Netivyah than meets the eye; 
the Teaching From Zion magazine is only one of our 
outreach and humanitarian ministries. We invite you 
to connect with the other branches of our ministry.

Congregation 

Roeh Israel,vv “Shepherd of Israel,” is a Messianic 
Jewish Congregation in Jerusalem. The Congregation 
is made up of followers of Yeshua, both Jews and 
non-Jews, who worship together in a traditional 
synagogue environment.

Humanitarian Aid

There are many families in Israel, even entire 
sections of the population, who fall between the 
cracks. Hamotzi Food Distribution Center is a 
place that literally brings forth food for local 
needy families in Jerusalem. Without charities and 
organizations like Netivyah, they would not be able 
to put food on the table.

Publications

Publishing is one of Netivyah’s top priorities, as we 
see education as being central to our existence. Visit 
our website for previous issues of Teaching from 
Zion, as well as a selection of our books.

Radio Station

Kol Ha’Yeshua (“The Voice of Salvation”) is the 
Hebrew partner of “Trans World Radio” worldwide 
gospel radio network. We present the Good News to 
our Hebrew-speaking audience in the context of its 
Jewish and Hebrew culture.


