











the consequences. Then Solomorthey did not even recognize Him when
the richest and wised man, merged ale appeared as Jesus Christ. Jesus said
that David had conquered from thdahey strained at gnats and swallowed
Euphrates to Egypt. Solomon’s soncamels.
Rehoboam, lost it all, except for the
tribe of Judah around Jerusalem, byesson for Us
one wrong decision. Again, we have a
man led by his ego wanting to be th&/hy have | attempted this quick
big man. overview of God looking for a people
to live in community with him? By the
When Rehoboam announced moréme Christ came, the Jewish religious
burdensome taxes, the northern tribdeaders had let religious doctrines,
readied to revolt, and an ambitious mapractices, and form preoccupy them.
who was standing in the wings seize€onsequently, they had lost sight of
the moment to become their leadehecoming what God ultimately wanted
Jeroboam. So God’s chosen people splihem to be. They counted more on their
into two peoples—Judah in the south anghysical descent from Abraham than on
Israel in the north—uwith their respectivehaving his faith.
histories described through the reigns
of their kings. Israel’s kings and peopldn the past, our fellowship believed that
often deserted God for the idols of théf we restored the forms and practices
surrounding people. They got offontheR1 WKH ¢(UVW FHQWXU\ FFK
wrong foot when Jeroboam made twavould make us God’'s people. This
golden calves, placing one in Dan andominating preoccupation led us away
the other at Bethel. He used religion fofrom being formed by the Holy Spirit
political ends. Eventually, God sent thento Godlikeness through communion
Israelites into cruel Assyrian captivity,with him.
never again to be a nation.
With this article, | am illustrating that
In the Southern Kingdom, most ofhumanity from the beginning missed
the Jews, particularly the abler, werehe mark, choosing to go its own way.
deported to Babylon, staying 70Rich North America is disconnected
years. Upon their return to Jerusalenfrom God, believing we made our own
and the surrounding area, they nevesuccess through science and technology.
practiced idolatry again. Later, theylike our ancestors, we have come to
built synagogues and focused on th&ust our thinking more than to have a
scriptures. Different sects emergedrelationship with God.
such as the super-religious Pharisees,
the Sadducees, the scribes, and expeBs, let us take note of our tendency to
in the Law. In their respective rolestrust in our intelligence and abilities.
they became legalists, more focused oret us worry about ourselves and
keeping the forms and ceremonies of theur fellowship as Paul worried about
Law than becoming a people with God'sis Galatian children, “my little
heart. Thousands of years after thehildren, for whom | am again in the
cUVW KXPDQV ZHUH F Uah@uishrbschidpirth) uhi® OhRNSLIR Q D O
beings to live in community with God formed in you!”
and other humans, the legalism of the
Jews so distanced them from God that
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